Woodlawn Lutheran Church — Pentecost 6 —July 16-17, 2022

Welcome to Woodlawn Lutheran Church
»  Please sign the friendship register located at the center aisle of
each pew. If you are visiting with us today, please include your
contact information so we can acknowledge your visit.
T  Our Worship Focus today: Paul prays that God would serve the
Colossians through the gospel, rescuing them from the dominion
of darkness and empowering them to produce the fruit of good works.

GATHERING RITE ON THE WORD OF GOD
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.

Hymn 919 v. 1 - Blessed Jesus, at Your Word
Blessed Jesus, at your Word

We are gathered all to hear you.

Let our hearts and souls be stirred

Now to seek and love and fear you,

By your teachings, sweet and holy,

Drawn from earth to love you solely.

Oh, how | love your law!
| meditate on it all day long.

Your commands make me wiser than my enemies,
for they are ever with me.

| have more insight than all my teachers,
for | meditate on your statutes.

How sweet are your words to my taste,
sweeter than honey to my mouth!
(Psalm 119:97-99,103)
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Hymn 919 v. 2 - Blessed Jesus, at Your Word
All our knowledge, sense, and sight
Lie in deepest darkness shrouded
Till your Spirit breaks our night
With the beams of truth unclouded.
You alone to God can win us;
You must work all good within us.




All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,

. so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for

every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16,17)

Yet so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly
hear and learn it. For this and all our sins, we bow before God
and humbly ask his forgiveness.

Holy and merciful Father, | confess that | am by nature
sinful and that | have disobeyed you in my thoughts,
words, and actions. | have done what is evil and failed to
do what is good. For this | deserve your punishment both
now and in eternity. But | am truly sorry for my sins, and
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, | pray: Lord, have
mercy on me, a sinner.

Hymn 919 v. 3 - Blessed Jesus, at Your Word

C:

Gracious Savior, good and kind,

Light from Light, from God proceeding,
Open now our heart and mind;

Help us by your Spirit’s pleading.

Hear the cry your people raises;

Hear and bless our prayers and praises.

God gave his Word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life
in his name” (John 20:31). The Scriptures testify about Jesus,
who lived a perfect life for you, died on the cross to pay for all
your sins, and rose again to assure you of your salvation.
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, |
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.

(spoken) Amen.

Hymn 919 v. 4 - Blessed Jesus, at Your Word

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Praise to you and adoration!

Grant that we your Word may trust,
Confident of our salvation,

While we here below must wander,
Till we sing your praises yonder.



Prayer of the Day (Pastor)
Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day...

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of
your Word. By your Holy Spirit, help us to receive it with joy
and bring forth fruits in faith, hope, and love; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading Genesis 18:1-14

1 The LoRD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he was
sitting by the door to his tent during the heat of the day. 2 Abraham
looked up, and he saw three men standing in front of him. When he saw
them, he ran from the tent door to meet them, and he bowed down to the
ground. 2 He said, “My lord, if | have now found favor in your sight, please
do not pass your servant by. 4 Now let me get a little water so that all of
you can wash your feet and rest under the tree. >Let me get some bread
so that you can refresh yourselves. After that you may go your way. That
is why you have come to your servant.”

They said, “Yes, do as you have said.”

6 Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah and said, “Quickly prepare
twenty quarts of fine flour, knead it, and make some loaves of
bread.” 7 Abraham ran to the herd, brought a good, tender calf, and gave
it to the servant. He hurried to prepare it. 8 He took cheese curds, milk,
and the calf that he had prepared and set it before them. He stood
beside them under the tree while they ate.

°They asked him, “Where is Sarah, your wife?”

He said, “She is over there in the tent.”

10 One of the men said, “I will certainly return to you when this
season comes around next year. Then Sarah your wife will have a son.”

Sarah was listening to this from the tent door, which was behind
him. 1 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, well into old age. Sarah was
past the age for childbearing. 1?2 Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After |
am worn out, will | have pleasure, since my lord is also old?”

13 The LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will |
really give birth to a child though | am old?’ **Is anything impossible for
the LORD? At the set time next year | will return to you, and Sarah will
have a son.”

P: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.




Psalm of the Day — 119C (CW93)
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Teach me, O LORD, to follow your decrees;*
then I will keep them to the end.

Give me understanding, and | will keep your law*
and obey it with all my heart.

Direct me in the path of your commands,*
for there | find delight.

Refrain

Turn my eyes away from worthless things;*
preserve my life according to your Word.

Fulfill your promise to your servant,*
so that you may be feared.

How | long for your precepts!*
Preserve my life in your righteousness.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Second Reading Colossians 1:1-14
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy
our brother, 2 To the holy and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father.
3We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when
we pray for you, 4 because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus




and the love that you have for all the saints ®because of the hope that is
stored up for you in heaven. You have already heard about this in the
word of truth, the gospel éthat is present with you now. The gospel is
bearing fruit and growing in the entire world, just as it also has been
doing among you from the day you heard it and came to know the grace
of God in truth. 7 You learned this from Epaphras, our dear fellow
servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf. 8 He is the one
who told us about your love in the Spirit.

9 For this reason, from the day we heard about your love, we also
have not stopped praying for you. We keep asking that you would be
filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual
understanding, 1° so that you might live in a way that is worthy of the
Lord. Our goal is that you please him by bearing fruit in every kind of
good work and by growing in the knowledge of God, ! as you are being
strengthened with all power because of his glorious might working in you.
Then you will have complete endurance and patience, joyfully 12 giving
thanks to the Father, who qualified us to share in the inheritance of the
saints in the kingdom of light.

13 The Father rescued us from the domain of darkness and
transferred us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 4 in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

P: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.
Gospel Luke 10:38-42

38 As they went on their way, Jesus came into a village, and a
woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. 3° She had a sister
named Mary, who was sitting at the Lord’s feet and was listening to his



word. 40 But Martha was distracted with all her serving. She came over
and said, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to serve alone?
Tell her to help me.”

41The Lord answered and told her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried
and upset about many things, #2but one thing is needed. In fact, Mary
has chosen that better part, which will not be taken away from her.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C:. Praise beto you, O Christ!

633 - Speak, O Lord
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that the light of Christ might be seen to-day in our acts of
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And by grace we’ll stand on your prom - is-es, and by faith we’ll

n|
’]( LD . I l I ﬁ [ i [ i ? f—J I
o1&

S | 7‘%‘—.\' - elt I _.|L [ ] - - P —
love and our deeds of faith. Speak, O Lord, and ful -
love and au - thor - i - ty. Words of pow’r that can
walk as you walk with wus. Speak, O Lord, till your

N | [Fem—

i 1 | | | | I | | I

Q) ~— ~—

fill in us all your pur - pos-es for your glo - ry
nev - er fail, let their truth pre-vail 0 - ver un - be-lief,

Church is built, and the earth is filled with your glo - ry.



Sermon Colossians 1:1-14

Cherish the Gospel

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father AlImighty, maker of heaven and
earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he will come to
judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

9%5 - On What Has Now Been Sown
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P: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our
learning. May we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to
heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Blessing

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.

C: Amen.

Serving Us Today
Preacher: Pastor Thomas W. Kneser
Organist: Nancy Perez
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