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WELCOME: We welcome all who worship with us today! May you be 
spiritually refreshed and strengthened by the message of God’s Word. 
If you have no church home, one of the pastors will be happy to speak 
with you about membership in the congregation. 
 
FRIENDSHIP REGISTER: We ask everyone – members and guests – 
to sign our Friendship Register during the service. Visitors, if you are 
worshipping with us for the first time, we would especially appreciate it 
if you would list your address and telephone number so that we can 
acknowledge your visit. Thank you. 
 
PARENTS: If your children become restless, that’s okay . . . We’re 
glad they’re here and Jesus is pleased when they are brought to hear 
His Word! Perhaps a moment or two with mom or dad is all that is 
necessary. Our “Mother’s Room” is speaker equipped with a view of 
the sanctuary. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION:  Our church practices closed communion. We 
ask that only members, or members of other WELS or ELS churches 
partake of the Sacrament.  
 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: The Bible emphasizes the need for us to 
stay close to God through his word. We offer several opportunities for 
young and old – various Bible classes and organizations for teens and 
adults, Sunday School, confirmation classes, Vacation Bible School, 
Lamb of God elementary school (3-year-old preschool through 8th 
grade), and Lutheran Pioneers for boys and girls. Members and visitors 
are encouraged to attend. 
 
WE BELIEVE AND TEACH . . . 

• There is only one true God. He reveals himself as three distinct 
persons – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

• The Bible is the inspired and error-free Word of God. 

• All people have disobeyed God’s will and deserve God’s just 
punishment. 

• God so loved the world that he sent his one and only son, Jesus 
Christ, to be our perfect substitute and be punished for our sins. 

• Only by faith in the work of Jesus Christ do we become heirs of 
the glories of heaven. This is a gift of God’s undeserved love 
and not a result of our own efforts. 

• Faith in Jesus Christ motivates us to devote our lives in service 
to God and our fellow human beings. 
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† Our Worship Focus today: Serving God with our money and gifts 
leads to a fulfilling life. 
 
 

WELS Connection 
 
Opening Hymn #484 - Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices  
 
P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
Confession 
P: If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the 

truth is not in us. 
C: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will 

forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
 

P: Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
C: Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have 

sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I 
have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved 
others as I should. I deserve your punishment both now 
and forever. But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with 
his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him, I pray: 
God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

P: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent 
his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning 
sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
Lord, Have Mercy 
P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to 
the Lord.  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 
Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord, have mercy. 



3 

 

P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 
Glory to God in the Highest 

 

 

 

 
 

The Word 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. 
 

All: O God, you have told us not to be anxious about what we 
need for this life. Move our hearts to seek you and your 
kingdom, that all good things may be given to us as well; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
 
 



4 

 

First Reading Ecclesiastes 5:10–20 
10 Anyone who loves money is never satisfied with money, and 

anyone who loves wealth is never satisfied with his income. This too is 
vanishing vapor. 

11 When goods increase, so do those who eat them. What profit, then, 
does the owner get, except to see these things with his eyes? 

12 The worker’s sleep is sweet, whether he eats little or much, but a 
rich person’s abundant possessions allow him no sleep. 

13 I have seen a sickening evil under the sun—wealth hoarded by its 
owner to his own harm, 14 or wealth that is lost in a bad investment. Or a 
man fathers a son, but he has nothing left in his hand to give him. 15 As he 
came out from his mother’s womb, so he will go again, naked as he came. 
From his hard work he can pick up nothing that he can carry away in his 
hand. 16 This too is a sickening evil: Just as he came, so he will go. So 
what does he gain, he who works for the wind? 17 Besides this, during all 
his days he eats in darkness, with great frustration, sickness, and anger. 

18 So then, here is what I have seen to be good: It is beautiful to eat, 
to drink, and to look for good in all a person’s hard work which he has 
done under the sun, during the few days of his life that God has given him, 
for that is his reward. 19 Likewise, for everyone to whom God has given 
wealth and riches, if God has also given him ability to eat from it, to enjoy 
his reward, and to rejoice in the results of his hard work—this is a gift of 
God, 20 for the man seldom reflects on the days of his life, since God keeps 
him busy with the joy in his heart. 
 

P: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Grades 5-8 Sing (8:00 in place of Psalm) - Seek Ye First 
 

Psalm of the Day #128A - Blest Are All Who Fear the LORD 
 
Second Reading 1 Timothy 6:6–10,17–19 
 6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought 
nothing into the world, and we certainly cannot take anything out. 8 But if 
we have food and clothing, with these we will be satisfied. 

9 Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and many 
foolish and harmful desires, which plunge them into complete destruction 
and utter ruin. 10 For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evils. By 
striving for money, some have wandered away from the faith and have 
pierced themselves with many pains. 

17 Instruct those who are rich in this present age not to be arrogant or 
to put their hope in the uncertainty of riches, but rather in God, who richly 
supplies us with all things for our enjoyment. 18 Instruct them to do good, to 
be rich in good works, to be generous and willing to share. 19 In this way 
they are storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for 
the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life.  
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P: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation (All)

 

 
 
Gospel Luke 16:1–13 
 1 Jesus also said to his disciples, “There was a rich man who had a 
manager who was accused of wasting his possessions. 2 The rich man 
called him in and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give an 
account of your management, because you can no longer be manager.’ 

3 “The manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, since my master is 
taking away the management position from me? I am not strong enough to 
dig. I am ashamed to beg. 4 I know what I will do, so that when I am 
removed from my position as manager, people will receive me into their 
houses.’ 

5 “He called each one of his master’s debtors to him. He asked the 
first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6 He said, ‘Six hundred gallons of 
olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and write three 
hundred.’ 7 Then he said to another, ‘How much do you owe?’ And he said, 
‘Six hundred bushels of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and write 
four hundred and eighty.’ 

8 “The master commended the dishonest manager because he had 
acted shrewdly. For the children of this world are more shrewd in dealing 
with their own generation than the children of the light are. 9 I tell you, 
make friends for yourselves with unrighteous mammon, so that when it 
runs out, they will welcome you into the eternal dwellings. 10 The person 
who is faithful with very little is also faithful with much. And the person who 
is unrighteous with very little is also unrighteous with much. 11 So if you 
have not been faithful with unrighteous mammon, who will entrust you with 
what is really valuable? 12 If you have not been faithful with what belongs 
to someone else, who will give you something to be your own? 13 No 
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servant can serve two masters. Indeed, either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve both God and mammon.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Hymn of the Day #823 - Jesus, Priceless Treasure 
 
Sermon 1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19 
 

Lord, Teach Us to Be Content 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
     of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
        the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Closing Hymn #705 - Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways  
 
P: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our 

learning. May we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to 
heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy 
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 

 

Serving Us Today 
Preacher:  Pastor Mark Aufdemberge 
Organist:  Nancy Perez 
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