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LTHERAN CHURCH

Advent 4 December 18, 19, 20, 2021

WORSHIP FOCUS: WHEN THE LORD COMES NEAR, HE LIFTS UP
THE HUMBLED - In Spirit wrought humility, Mary knew she needed a
Savior. God lifts her up, making her the mother of that Savior.

SERVICE FOR TODAY
DIVINE SERVICE 1

WELS Connection

Hymn 327 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
O, come, 0, come, Emmanuel,

And ransom captive Israel

That mourns in lonely exile here

Until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to you, O Israel!

O, come, O Root of Jesse, free

Your own from Satan’s tyranny;

From depths of hell your people save,

And bring them vict’ry o’er the grave.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to you, O Israel!

O, come, O Dayspring from on high,

And cheer us by your drawing nigh;

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,

And death’s dark shadows put to flight.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to you, O Israel!

O, come, O Key of David, come,

And open wide our heav’nly home.

Make safe the way that leads on high,

And close the path to misery.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to you, O Israel!

Text: Latin hymn, c. 12th century, abr.; tr. John M. Neale, 1818-66, alt.

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit
C: Amen.

Confession of Sins

P: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess
our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
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C: Holy and merciful Father | confess that | am by nature sinful
and that | have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and
actions. | have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this | deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But | am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my
Savior Jesus Christ, | pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
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P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given
his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as
a called servant of Christ and by his authority, | forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.

Prayer and Praise
P: Inthe peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord!
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day. .

All: Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the
burden of our sins and make us ready for the celebration of
your birth, that we may receive you in joy and serve you
always; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES
P: We light four Advent candles, remembering Jesus, the Son of
God and Son of Mary. He came to share our humanity.

C. Weremember Jesus, whose name means Savior. He came
to save his people from their sins.

P:  We hear his call to give him a place in our hearts.

C:. Wellight four Advent candles as a sign of our joy and hope

P: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.

C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.

First Lesson Micah 5:2-5a

2 But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans
of Judah, from you, will go out the one who will be the ruler for me in Israel.
His goings forth are from the beginning, from the days of eternity. 3 Therefore
the LoRD will give them up, until the time when the woman who is in labor
bears a child. Then the remaining survivors from his brothers will return to the
people of Israel. 4He will stand and shepherd with the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. They will dwell securely, for
at that time he will be great to the ends of the earth. 5 This one will be their
peace.

Psalm 85

5 ﬂ Refrain
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You showed favor to your land, O LORD;*

you restored the fortunes of Jacob.

You forgave the iniquity of your people*
and covered all their sins.

Show us your unfailing love, O LORD,*
and grant us your salvation.

Refrain



I will listen to what God the LORD will say;*
he promises peace to his people, his saints.

Surely his salvation is near those who fear him,*
that his glory may dwell in our land.

Love and faithfulness meet together;*
righteousness and peace kiss each other.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Refrain Tune: From The Psalmody for the Day, Series C. © 1976 Fortress Press. All rights reserved. Used by permission of
Augsburg Fortress.

Second Lesson Hebrews 10:5-10

5Therefore when he entered the world, Christ said: Sacrifice and
offering you did not desire, but you prepared a body for me.  You were not
pleased with burnt offerings and sin offerings.

“Then | said, “Here | am. | have come to do your will, God. In the scroll
of the book it is written about me.”

8 First he said: Sacrifices and offerings that were offered according to
the law, both burnt offerings and sin offerings, you did not desire, and you
were not pleased with them.

°Then he said: Here | am. | have come to do your will. He does away
with the first in order to establish the second. 1° By this will, we have been
sanctified once and for all, through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ.

Verse of the Day
Alleluia. The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and
they will call him Immanuel. Alleluia. (Matthew 1:23)
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Gospel Luke 1:39-55
! —1—1 —

lg) e 3 :: — c'__.,' ey ,'; ==

C Glo-ry be to you, O Lord! Glo-ry be to you, OO Lord!



391n those days Mary got up and hurried to the hill country, to a town of
Judah. 4° She entered the home of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 Just
as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 She called out with a loud voice and
said, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb! 43 But why am | so favored that the mother of my Lord should come to
me? 4 In fact, just now, as soon as the sound of your greeting reached my
ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy! 4>Blessed is she who believed,
because the promises spoken to her from the Lord will be fulfilled!”

46 Then Mary said, My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 4" and
my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior, “8 because he has looked with favor
on the humble state of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will
call me blessed, #° because the Mighty One has done great things for me, and
holy is his name. 50 His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to
generation. 1 He has shown strength with his arm. He has scattered those
who were proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 52 He has brought down rulers
from their thrones. He has lifted up the lowly. 53 He has filled the hungry with
good things, but the rich he has sent away empty. > He has come to the aid
of his servant Israel, remembering his mercy, 5% as he spoke to our fathers, to
Abraham and his offspring forever.
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C| Praise be o you, O Christ! Praise be to  you, O Christ!

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to
judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn of the Day — 328 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
The angel Gabriel from heaven came,

His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame;

“All hail,” said he to meek and lowly Mary,

“Most highly favored maiden.” Gloria!




“l come from heav’n to tell the Lord’s decree:
A blessed virgin mother you shall be.

Your Son shall be Immanuel, by seers foretold,
Most highly favored maiden.” Gloria!

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head;

“To me be as it pleases God,” she said.

“My soul shall praise and magnify his holy name.”
Most highly favored maiden, Gloria!

Of her Immanuel, the Christ, was born

In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn,

And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say,
“Most highly favored maiden.” Gloria!

Text: Basque carol, paraphrase Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924, alt.

Sermon Luke 1:26-38

26 |n the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of
Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin pledged in marriage to a man whose
name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 26 The
angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord
is with you. Blessed are you among women.”

29But she was greatly troubled by the statement and was wondering
what kind of greeting this could be. 3° The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid,
Mary, because you have found favor with God. 3! Listen, you will conceive
and give birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus. 32 He will be great
and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the
throne of his father David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever,
and his kingdom will never end.”

34 Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since | am a virgin?”

35 The angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will
be called the Son of God. % Listen, Elizabeth, your relative, has also
conceived a son in her old age even though she was called barren, and this
is her sixth month. 37 For nothing will be impossible for God.”

38 Then Mary said, “See, | am the Lord’s servant. May it happen to me as
you have said.” Then the angel left her.

This Child is For You
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Prayers & Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Closing Hymn — 601 All People that on Earth Do Dwell
All people that on earth do dwell,

Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice.

Serve Him with joy, his praises tell,

Come now before him and rejoice.




Know that the Lord is God indeed;

He formed us all without our aid.

We are the flock he comes to feed,

The sheep who by his hand were made.

O enter then his gates with joy,

Within his courts his praise proclaim.
Let thankful songs your tongues employ,
O bless and magnify his name.

Trust that the Lord our God is good,
His mercy is forever sure.

His faithfulness at all times stood
And shall from age to age endure.

Text: William Kethe, d. c. 1593, alt.

P: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our
learning. May we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to
heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your Holy Word,
we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
95— t I n 1
é |
Py ~—
C:

A-men. A-men. A - men.

Serving Us Today:

Preacher: Mr. Justin Wilkens, WLS Student

Liturgist:  Pastor Thomas W. Kneser, Pastor Benjamin B. Wessel
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